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In statements delivered to reporters in Mexico City on April 16, Mexican Deputy Juan Moises
Calleja, chairman of the congressional human rights committee, expressed his government's
major concerns about the impact of the new US immigration legislation. Moises Calleja said the
Simpson-Rodino law will create havoc in the lives of thousands of Mexican workers in the United
States who presently lack required identification papers. He claimed the law will separate many
workers from their families and from places that have become their homes, after several years in
the United States. According to the Deputy, of the ruling Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI),
it is apparent that the majority of Mexicans in the United States cannot fulfill all requirements for
normalizing their immigration status. The major reason, he added, is that most lack documents
which prove length of residence. Consequently, said Calleja, "thousands upon thousands" of
Mexicans will be forced to leave the United States, further aggravating the national unemployment
problem. Calleja argued that the new legislation, scheduled to take effect on May 5, is "unjust," and
contrary to human rights principles and those pertaining to international peaceful co-existence.
(Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 04/16/87)
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